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On the basis of this relationship, estimates
of R(f) for the period 1988-95, coupled
with the observed values in ref. 1, yield a
significant downward trend since the early
1970s. This is typical of the models tested.

Even though global temperatures were
dramatically reduced by the eruption of
Mount Pinatubo in the latter part of this
period (1991), the hemispheric tempera-
ture difference was relatively unaffected.
Therefore, we believe that the eruption
would have little effect on the tropo-
spheric values of R(f).

In conclusion, we suggest that the
increasing pattern correlation between
climate models and observations found by
Santer et al. is primarily governed by a
signal in the upper troposphere and lower
stratosphere, and that in the lower and
mid-troposphere, the models and observa-
tions have been drifting further apart
since the early 1970s. Such a result in the
troposphere cannot be considered to be
a ‘fingerprint’ of greenhouse-gas-induced
climate change. It is therefore apparent
that statements about the strength of the
evidence for human alteration of lower
tropospheric climate must be tempered in
the light of more complete data than were
analysed by Santer ez al.
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SIR — Santer et al.' present a statistical
analysis in which they compare the model-
generated zonal mean vertical thermal
structure of the atmosphere in response to
the concomitant increase of the concen-
tration of greenhouse gases, sulphur
emissions and the observed decrease in
stratospheric ozone to the observed ther-
mal structure of the atmosphere between
1963 and 1987. They find that the pattern
correlation between the predicted and
observed changes in zonal mean latitude
height profiles of atmospheric tempera-
ture increases with time.

The authors attributed the largest
amplitude signals of those trends primarily
to two factors: first, the pattern compari-
son over 50 to 850 hPa (the signal of
modelled tropospheric warming and
stratospheric cooling); and second, in the
troposphere, between 500 and 850 hPa,
the disparity between Southern and
Northern hemispheric warming due to
modelled sulphate aerosol effects.

A well-known tropospheric and strato-
spheric temperature history for various lat-
itudinal bands between 1958 and 1992 has
already been published by Angell’; cover-
age for the Southern Hemisphere strato-
sphere begins in 1964. Angell’s data of the
layer 50-100 hPa closely correspond to the
stratospheric data used by Santer et al.;
similarly, Angell’s 300-850-hPa data cap-
ture the bulk of the troposphere. A signal
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of tropospheric warming
and stratospheric cooling
should be visible as an in-
creasing difference between
tropospheric warming and
stratospheric cooling.

Taking the first point, a
trend analysis of Angell’s
lower stratospheric data for
the period 1963-87 (or
1964-87) shows a much
larger cooling rate in the
Southern than in the North-
ern Hemisphere (see fig-
ure). It appears, therefore,
that most (stratospheric
cooling in the Southern
Hemisphere is about three
times as large as in the
Northern Hemisphere) of the signal pat-
tern strength in 1963-87 relating to strato-
spheric/tropospheric  trend differences
originates in the Southern Hemisphere.
This result seems to hold for the 1958-92
period as well, and for trends originating in
the mid-1970s and later, which do not show
any tropospheric warming in the mid-
latitudes of the Southern Hemisphere, but
sharply increasing stratospheric cooling
and therefore increasing trend differences
and strengthening of a pattern of strato-
spheric/tropospheric differences.

As Santer et al. point out, and as dynam-
ical modelling results seem to suggest™,
the cooling of the Southern Hemisphere
stratosphere, which increased sharply after
about 1983 (ref. 5), may be related to
stratospheric ozone depletion, which is
most pronounced in the higher latitudes,
but also occurs in the mid-latitudes of the
Southern Hemisphere'’. Therefore, the
increasing signal pattern strength reported
by Santer ef al.' may primarily be related
to Southern Hemisphere stratospheric
cooling linked to ozone depletion due to
CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons)®’. The possi-
ble human-induced climate effect alluded
to by Santer et al. could then largely be
attributed to stratospheric cooling by CFCs
but not to the warming effect of anthro-
pogenic greenhouse gases.

Turning to the second point, Santer et al.
report a hemispheric-scale asymmetrical
warming signal in 1963-87 only in those
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Tropospheric and stratospheric temperature differences in the
Northern (green symbols) and Southern (purple symbols)
Hemispheres between 1963 and 1987, adapted from ref. 5.
The least-squares linear trends (solid lines) are increases of
0.97 °C per decade in the Southern Hemisphere, and 0.27 °C
per decade in the Northern Hemisphere.

modelling experiments that include cooling
sulphate aerosol effects. The implication of
this result is that the lack of sulphate emis-
sions in the Southern Hemisphere has led
to a larger tropospheric warming there.

This interhemispheric difference should
be largest in the mid-latitudes, where most
of the sulphur emissions occur (Fig. 1 of
ref. 1). Although there is a larger 1963-87
warming in Angell’s 300-850 hPa mid-
latitude data (30-60 °C in both hemi-
spheres) as well, it does not seem to be a
permanent feature of the climate system in
recent decades. A comparison between
Northern and Southern Hemisphere
trends ending in 1992 shows that trends
beginning after 1964 imply increasingly
greater warming in the Northern Hemi-
sphere than in the Southern Hemisphere.
This would be incompatible with increas-
ing Northern Hemispheric cooling due to
rising sulphur emissions there.

Regarding the role of natural factors,
the early years of the period 1963-87 were
substantially influenced by tropospheric
cooling (and stratospheric warming) fol-
lowing the eruption of Mount Agung'’,
whereas the end of that period was influ-
enced by several strong El Nifio events'?,
which have led to some tropospheric
warming and stratospheric cooling, partic-
ularly in the southern subtropics of the
lower latitudes’. Therefore, the general
tropospheric warming and stratospheric
cooling trend between 1963 and 1987 has
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